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Dr. Cubillos 

Critical Reasoning         Philosophy 120   Section 91 

R. H. Cubillos, Ph.D.              CSUDH      –      Fall 2016 

 
COURSE TIMES: THURSDAYS 3:00 - 4:30PM  

 

CONTACT POINTS: Office Hours: MW 5:30 – 6:50PM 

 Office Location:  LCH A340  

 Email: rcubillos@csudh.edu 

 Phones:  310.243.1067 (during office hrs–do not leave message)  

  310.325.2785 (off-campus office – leave message)  

 Admin. Assistant: Mr. Jorge Pena 

Philosophy Dept:  LCH C-312, ph. 310.243.3636 

  

REQUIRED TEXTS:  Hurley, Patrick. A Concise Introduction to Logic.11th, 10th or 9th ed. 

    Cengage Publishing Co., 2012.  ISBN: 978-0-08400-3417-5 

 

Rose, Reginald. Twelve Angry Men.  Woodstock, Ill: The Dramatic 

Publishing Company, 1983.  ISBN: 0-87129-327-7.  This text is 

assigned for the Critical Reasoning Paper that will be due at the end of 

the semester. A PDF COPY IS AVAILABLE ON Bb.  

 

COURSE PRE- OR CO-REQUISITES: None 

 

REQUIRED COMPUTER SOFTWARE/HARDWARE CAPABILITIES: CSUDH, like most 

universities, does not use Apple products. Therefore, we cannot open documents that are in the .pages 

format. Before you turn in a paper into this course’s Blackboard (Bb) site, you must save your 

assignment as a .doc, .docx or an .rtf and then upload it using the link on the Assignments page of the 

Bb website. This is an issue all Mac users will face in a Windows environment.  

 

COMPUTER LITERACY SKILL EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE 

COURSE: Students must be familiar with Microsoft Word and Windows. If a student is a Mac user, 

the documents s/he electronically submits must be saved in a format that can be opened and read by 

non-apple products (.doc, .docx, or .rtf). Basic computer “literacy” is defined for this course as the 

student’s ability to use the computer to accomplish the following:  

 To access the Internet and to locate the CSUDH.edu site and the Bb site for this course in 

order to download information, take quizzes and exams, to view grades, and upload Word 

documents into Bb and TurnItIn; 

 To use a word processing program to complete assignments and an understanding of common 

file formats; 

 To use the CSUDH e-mail system to communicate with instructors and other students. 

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION COURSE: This is a Distance Education Class where communication 

between the professor and student occurs primarily via academic technology. It is to the students’ 

advantage to observe the class “live” on Thursdays 3:00 to 4:30PM during the semester. The lectures 

are uploaded to YouTube and are available at http://www.youtube.com/user/CSUDHTV for reviewing 

after the live broadcast.  

 
ACCOMMODATIONS: Disabled Student Services (http://www4.csudh.edu/dss/) can be contacted at 

(310) 243-3660 or the Director, Patricia Ann Wells, emailed at pwells@csudh.edu.  

file:///C:/Users/warren/Downloads/rcubillos@csudh.edu
http://www.youtube.com/user/CSUDHTV
http://www4.csudh.edu/dss/
mailto:%20pwells@csudh.edu
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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Life requires that we take some of it for granted.  How much depends 

upon the person.  Life also requires that we take some of it very seriously.  Indeed, sometimes we are 

required to apply the best of our reasoning or thinking faculties to life’s situations.  The ability to do this 

depends upon our capacity to make a critical or logical assessment. 

 

The course name suggests that there exists a type of reasoning of a special sort; one that is “critical.”  To 

engage in this type of thinking requires the strict adherence to specific rules of logic.  This course will 

introduce the student to critical reasoning and the rules of logical analysis, definition, deductive and 

inductive argumentation, validity and invalidity, and informal and formal fallacies. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  The aim of the course is threefold– 

1. To assist students in becoming proficient in the strategies and dynamics of basic logic by 

providing ample opportunities to recognize, understand and analyze the nature of normal 

discourse particularly in the form of an “argument”; and 

2. To provide students a context to develop skills as critical readers and writers, with the ability to 

understand and interpret both primary and secondary sources in philosophy; and,  

3. To provide students with opportunities to apply the critical, analytical and research skills 

gained through the study of philosophy to real-world situations, thereby enabling the student to 

see critical reasoning as vital to intelligent living.   

 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES FOR BASIC SKILLS IN LOGIC/CRITICAL RESONING: 
Students who complete the Basic Skills requirement in Logic/Critical Reasoning will be able to: 

1. understand basic logic and its relation to language; elementary inductive and deductive 

process, including an understanding of the fallacies of language and thought; 

2. recognize the differences between assumptions, inferences, conclusions, facts and opinions; 

3. develop the abilities to analyze, criticize, and advocate ideas; to reason inductively and 

deductively, and to reach well-supported factual or judgmental conclusions; and 

4. apply the concepts and skills of critical reasoning to solve academic and everyday problems. 

 

These learning objectives will be met by: 

1. Locating premises and conclusions in course readings, in homework assignments, critical 

reasoning projects and on quizzes/exams; and, 

2. Summarizing, analyzing, and responding to arguments as part of homework assignments and 

on quizzes/exams; and, 

3. Locating unsupported or fallacious claims in course readings and in homework assignments 

and quizzes/exams; and, 

4. Developing one’s own well-supported arguments orally and/or in writing as assessed in critical 

reasoning response assignments. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: The student’s responsibilities in this course include the following– 

1.  Viewing the class and taking good, coherent, accurate, serviceable notes; and 

2. Familiarity with Blackboard (Bb) and all of the assigned material, and 

3. Writing of all examinations and completion of all assignments; and 

4. Mental preparedness for the subject and for viewing the class. The student is expected to 

clearly express the concepts under consideration during quizzes and examinations. 

 

CRITICAL REASONING RESPONSES: Students will find the guidelines for three responses on 

Bb. These will provide students with opportunities to apply course content to real world situations. An 

example of how to complete the first response will be covered during a broadcast soon after the lecture 

on the first chapter of the textbook.   
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CRITICAL REASONING PAPER: Students will be guided through the preparation of a Critical 

Reasoning Paper. This will enable students to create and express arguments based upon the reading of 

Reginald Rose’s Twelve Angry Men. An instruction guide will be made available on Bb. The 

instructions on how to construct the paper and how to upload it will be gone over during a broadcast 

near the half-way point in the semester. It is due the day of the final examination. 

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY, PLAGIARISM, & CHEATING: Cheating and plagiarism will not be 

tolerated. As presented in the current University Catalog, academic dishonesty encompasses forms of 

cheating and plagiarism, including fabrication (“intentional… invention of any information or citation 

in an academic exercise”), facilitating academic dishonesty (“knowingly helping or attempting to help 

another to violate a provision of the institutional code of academic integrity”), plagiarism (“deliberated 

adoption or reproduction of ideas or words or statements of another person as one’s own without 

acknowledgement”). 

 

The catalog goes on to say: “Thus, all academic work submitted by a student as his or her own should be 

in his or her own unique style, words and form. When a student submits work [or part of a work] that 

purports to be his/her original work, but actually is not, the students has committed plagiarism.” The 

student is encouraged to consult the full current catalog statement on academic integrity at: 

http://www.csudh.edu/catalog/2011-2013  

 

Students are hereby notified that in this course all papers will be submitted to TurnItIn.com to look for 

instances of plagiarism (direct copying of text from books, on-line resources, etc. without proper 

citation, submitting papers from other courses). In all cases of cheating and plagiarism, the severest of 

penalties allowed by university policy (up to and including expulsion) may be pursued. 

 

GRADING: This course is a basic skills requirement of the CSU General Education Program.  Grades 

for this core course shall be based on a point system of 380 points, organized as follows: 

 

Grade Components Max Points 

Quizzes 60 

Homework 40 

Mid-Term Examination 60 

Critical Reasoning Responses 45 

Critical Reasoning Paper 45 

Class Participation 30 

Cumulative Final Examination 100 

TOTAL 380 

 

 

Grade Grade Point Ranges 

A A 355–380, A- 342–354 

B B+ 328–341, B 315–327, B- 304–314 

C C+ 287–303, C 273–286 (student must earn at least a ‘C’) 

NC Note: An NC is not calculated in the GPA 

 

CLASS PARTICIPATION: Active participation is an integral part in the process of demonstrating 

understanding of the concepts presented in each lecture. Students are encouraged to interact with the 

instructor during lectures: 

1.  Students who submit questions and comments to the instructor via email 

(askdhtvlive@gmail.com) during live broadcasts will receive 1.0 participation points.   

http://www.csudh.edu/catalog/2011-2013
mailto:askdhtvlive@gmail.com
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2.  Students who call in via the toll-free phone number provided (800.339.1193) to interact with 

the instructor based on prompts provided during the live lecture will broadcast of each lecture 

will receive 2.0 participation points. 

3.  Students who cannot watch live broadcast of a lecture may submit a question to the instructor 

for 1.0 points via email (rcubillos@csudh.edu). Each week, beginning 8/25/2016 one of these 

submissions will be selected as a “question of the day” and used during each live broadcast.  

 

LATE WORK: Any work turned in late in this course will receive a 10% reduction in maximum 

points earned.  It is to the student’s advantage to adhere to the due “date schedule” below which will 

also appear on Bb. If a student is sick, hospitalized, or has an “emergency,” s/he is required to provide 

the professor at least 3-days advance notice that they will miss a quiz or exam deadline in order to 

make alternate arrangements for the student to make up what was missed.  

 

NOTE: The instructor reserves the right to change this syllabus (including assignments or grade 

components which may alter the total number of points available at the end of the semester). 

 

ORGANIZATION OF COURSE: 
Week 1—Aug 25 Lecture: Why study Philosophy and Logic? 

Lecture: Chapter 1 – Basic Concepts 

Week 2—Sept 1 Lecture: Chapter 1 – Basic Concepts 

Chapter 1 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 9/18 

Week 3—Sept 8 Lecture: Chapter 2 – Language: Meaning and Definition 

Week 4—Sept 15 Lecture: Chapter 2 – Language: Meaning and Definition 

Week 5—Sept 22 Lecture: Critical Reasoning and Decision Making 

Critical Reasoning Response #1 – “Who Will You Hire?” and 

Chapter 2 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 10/9 

Week 6—Sept 29 Lecture: Chapter 4 – Categorical Propositions 

Week 7—Oct 6 Lecture: Chapter 4  

Week 8—Oct 13 Lecture: Chapter 4 

Critical Reasoning Response #2 – “Translating Categorical Propositions” and 

Chapter 4 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 10/23 

Week 9—Oct 20 Lecture: Chapter 5 – Categorical Syllogisms 

Midterm Examination of Chapters 1, 2, & 4, Due By: Midnight, Sun., 10/30  

Week 10—Oct 27 Lecture: Chapter 5 – Categorical Syllogisms 

Chapter 5 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 11/6 

Week 11—Nov 3 Lecture: Chapter 6 – Propositional Logic 

Week 12—Nov 10 Discussion: Guide to Complete the Critical Reasoning Paper   

Week 13—Nov 17 Lecture: Chapter 7 – Natural Deduction in Propositions 

Critical Reasoning Response #3 – “Natural Deduction in Propositional Logic” 

and Chapter 6 & 7 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 11/20 

Deadline to Submit Draft of Paper for review (optional), Midnight, 11/27 

Week 14—Nov 24 No Class—Thanksgiving Holiday 

Week 15—Dec 1 Lecture: Chapter 3 – Informal Fallacies 

 Wrap Up and Final Comments 

 Chapter 3 Quiz Due By: Midnight, Sun., 12/4 

CUMULATIVE FINAL EXAMINATION AND CRITICAL 

REASONING PAPER ARE BOTH DUE BY: Midnight, Thurs., 12/8 

 
12/12/04; 12/27/05; 12/5/06; 1/25/08; 1/20/09; 8/25/10; (120-91) 9/3/13; 6/17/14; 8/20/15; 8/8/16 

file:///C:/Users/warren/Downloads/rcubillos@csudh.edu

